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What is Landsat?

The Landsat Project began in 1972

Originally ERTS (Earth Resource Technology Satellite) 
Developed to demonstrate the usefulness of remote 
sensing data for land and resource applications.

The Landsat Project is a joint initiative of the U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS), NASA and others to gather 
Earth resource data using a series of satellites. 

There have been 7 Landsat Satellite Missions:        
Landsat 1-7
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Landsat 7 Images

Namibia's Kuiseb River Namibia's Kuiseb River 
which is bordered by which is bordered by 

sand dunes to the south sand dunes to the south 
and barren rock to the and barren rock to the 

northnorth. 

Washington, D.C.,May 28, 1999Washington, D.C.,May 28, 1999

. 

Mt. EtnaMt. Etna; lava flow of ; lava flow of 
29 July 200129 July 2001
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Landsat Legacy Project

Initiated by the Landsat Office
Project Inception began Summer 2004
Partnership: Goddard Library, Landsat Project Science Office, 
and U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)

Preserve 30+ year history of Landsat
Collect Landsat documents with an emphasis on the technical 
grey literature

Digital library about history of Landsat for use by historians, 
journalists, students, policy makers, and the public
Multi-agency and multi-contractor
Involves submission system and digitization of historic 
documents
Collection will have Landsat interface and part of DAS 
collection
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Project Workflow
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Landsat Legacy Metadata 
Elements for all Documents

Title
Creator [person’s name or entity -
manual]
Creator Organization [entity - manual]
Creator Contact
Subject [fixed == Landsat]
Subject Missions Project [pick-list]
Subject Competencies [exhaustive 
pick-list]
Subject Instrument [pick-list]
Subject Uncontrolled
Description [size limitation

Date
Content Type (derived from 
MIME type or system)
Format
Identifier URL
Language (default: ENGLISH)
Rights
Audience [pick-list, to help 
tailor future searches]
Publisher
Publisher Organization
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Landsat Controlled Vocabulary: 
Selected Examples

Subject.MissionProject
ERTS
Landsat 1
Landsat 2
Landsat …
Landsat Data Continuity 
Mission (LDCM)
Future Landsat Missions

Subject.Instrument
RBV
MSS
Follow-on

Subject.Competencies
Applications

Agriculture
Boreal Forests

Spacecraft
Attitude
Solid State Recorder 
(SSR)

Audience
Application
Education
State and Local 
Government
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Landsat Legacy 
Registration 
System

http://library01.gsfc.nasa.gov/landsat/
http://library01.gsfc.nasa.gov/landsat/
http://library01.gsfc.nasa.gov/landsat/
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Landsat 
Metadata 
Modification 
Form
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